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RESULTS ABS ELECTION 

 
A total of 293 validated ballots were cast in the 2009 – 
2010 election. Encouragingly, this is 17% of the ABS 
membership, 4% more than the proportion that voted in 
last year´s elections. A big THANK YOU to those who 
voted, and to Shan Duncan and Lori Pierce for their help 
in the Central Office.  
 

Congratulations to the new officers: 
 

   President-elect:  Robert Seyfarth 
 Parlimentarian: Peggy Hill  

Member-at-Large: Kevin McGraw 
 

 
 

DIRECTION OF CORRESPONDENCE 
 

ABS Newsletter and general correspondence concerning 
the Society should be sent to Regina H. Macedo, 
rhfmacedo@unb.br. Deadlines are the 15th of the month 
preceding each Newsletter. The next deadline is 15 April 

2010. Articles submitted by members of the Society and 
judged by the Secretary to be appropriate are occasionally 
published in the ABS newsletter. The publication of such 
material does not imply ABS endorsement of the opinions 
expressed by contributors. 

 
Animal Behavior Society Website: 
The Animal Behavior Society's website has moved to a  
new domain located at http://animalbehaviorsociety.org 
 

Animal Behaviour, manuscripts and editorial matters:  
Animal Behavior Society, 402 N Park Ave., Bloomington 
IN 47408, USA. E-mail: aboffice@indiana.edu. Phone 
(812) 856-5541, Fax    (812) 856-5542. 
 
Change of address, missing or defective issues: Animal 
Behavior Society, 402 N Park Ave.,    Bloomington IN 
47408, USA. E-mail: aboffice@indiana.edu. Phone (812) 
856-5541, Fax    (812) 856-5542. 
 

2009-2010 ABS OFFICERS 
 

President: Michael Ryan, Section of Integrative 
Biology C0930, 1 University Station, University of 
Texas, Austin, Texas 78712, USA. Phone (512) 471-
5078, E-mail: mryan@mail.utexas.edu. 
First President-Elect: Susan Foster, Department of 
Biology, Clark University, 950 Main St., Worcester, 
Massachusetts 01610-1473, USA. Phone (508) 793-
7204, E-mail: sfoster@clarku.edu. 
Second President-Elect: Joan Strassmann, 
Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology MS-
170, 130 Anderson Biology Lab, Rice  University,  
Houston, Texas  770005-1892,   USA.   Phone (713) 
348-4922, E-mail:strassm@rice.edu. 
Past President: Molly Morris, Department of 
Biological Science, Ohio University, Athens, Ohio 
45701, USA. Phone (740) 593-0337, E-mail: 
morrism@ohio.edu. 
Treasurer: Philip Stoddard, Department of Biological 
Sciences, Florida International University, Miami, 
Florida 33199, USA. Phone (305) 348-0378, E-mail: 
stoddard@fiu.edu. 
Secretary: Regina H. Macedo, Departamento de 
Zoologia, Universidade de Brasília, Brasília, DF 
70910-900, Brazil. Phone (+55-61) 3307-2265, E-mail: 
rhfmacedo@unb.br.  
Program Officer: Dario Maestripieri, Evolutionary 
Biology and Neurobiology, The University of Chicago, 
5730 S. Woodlawn Ave., Chicago, Illinois 60637, 
USA. Phone (773) 834-4104, E-mail: 
dario@uchicago.edu. 
Junior Program Officer: Maydianne Andrade, 
Department of Biological Sciences, University of 
Toronto Scarborough, 1265 Military Trail, 
Scarborough, Ontario, Canada M1C 1A4. Phone (416) 
287-7425, E-mail: mandrade@utsc.utoronto.ca. 
Parlimentarian: Sue Margulis, Department of 
Biology, Canisius College, 2001 Main Street, Buffalo, 
New York 14208, USA. Phone (716) 888-2773, E-
mail: margulis@canisius.edu. 
Executive Editor: William Searcy, Department of 
Biology, University of Miami, 1301 Memorial Drive, 
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Coral Gables, Florida 33124-0421, USA. Phone (305) 
284-2065, E-mail: wsearcy@miami.edu. 
Members-at-Large: 
Alex Basolo, School of Biological Sciences, Nebraska 
Behavioral Biology Group, University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68588-0118, USA. Phone (402) 472-
2720, E-mail:  basolo@cricket.unl.edu. 
Jeff Podos, Department of Biology, Morrill Science 
Center, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, 
Massachusetts 01003, USA. Phone (413) 545-0847, E-
mail: jpodos@bio.umass.edu. 
Scott Forbes, Department of Biology, University of 
Winnipeg, 515 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada R3B 2E9. Phone (204) 786-9441, E-mail: 
s.forbes@uwinnipeg.ca. 
Historian: Lee Drickamer, Department of Biological 
Sciences, Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, 
Arizona 86011-5640, USA. Phone (520) 523-0388, E-
mail:  Lee.Drickamer@nau.edu. 
 
 

2010 WARDER CLYDE ALLEE 

COMPETITION 

 
The 2010 Warder Clyde Allee Competition for Best 
Student Paper will take place July 25 to 29 at the College 
of William and Mary, in Williamsburg, Virginia. All 
eligible students are encouraged to participate. The 
following rules govern the Allee Award for best student 
paper presented in the Warder Clyde Allee session at the 
annual meeting: 
 
Eligibility requirements: Any independent graduate 
student research (including, but not limited to, the 
doctoral dissertation) is eligible. The work presented may 
be part of a larger collaborative effort, but the student 
should have the principal responsibility for the 
conceptualization and design of the research, the 
collection and analysis of the data, and the interpretation 
of the results. The entrant cannot have been awarded the 
Ph.D. Degree before the preceding ABS annual meeting 
(for the 2010 competition, this date is June 22, 2009). An 
individual can enter the session only once per lifetime. 
 
To enter: Students must indicate their desire to be 
considered for the competition by checking the 
appropriate box on the abstract submittal form for the 
annual meeting; submit an electronic version of their 
paper, which includes their addresses, telephone 
numbers, and e-mail addresses; fill out a signed and dated 
form indicating that they meet all eligibility requirements 
(to be supplied to entrants after receipt of their papers); 
present a spoken version during the 2010 Annual 
Meeting; attend both the Allee welcoming dinner on the 
evening before the competition day and the banquet 
during the Annual Meeting. The spoken portion of the 
competition is limited by the number of papers that can 

be presented on the day assigned for the competition. 
Applications for the 2010 competition, including the 
written paper, will be due one month before the 
meeting abstract submission date, which will be posted 
at the meeting website (once determined). This will 
enable the Allee judges to evaluate the written papers 
and determine further eligibility.  Applicants will be 
informed of status prior to the abstract submission due 
date for the meeting. The manuscript must be 
submitted in electronic PDF format, of no more than 
seven double-spaced, line-numbered, text pages, and 
no more than a total of four tables and/or figures (this 
limit does not include abstract, references, or 
acknowledgments), must be received by ABS 2nd 
President-Elect Joan E. Strassmann, Department of 
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Rice University, 
MS 170, 6100 Main St., Houston TX 77005 USA 
(strassm@rice.edu). Electronic submission is required. 
 If you do not receive acknowledgement of receipt 
within 7 days, please send a follow-up query. Papers 
MUST be formatted using the instruction for authors 
for a research paper in the journal Animal Behaviour to 
insure eligibility. Check instructions at the site: 
http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/journaldescription.c
ws_home/622782/authorinstructions. If significant new 
results arise after submission, students may submit a 
one-page addendum to their papers up to 30 days 
before the first day of the Annual Meeting. Questions 
should be addressed to Joan E. 
Strassmann, strassm@rice.edu. 
 

 

From left to right: Daniel Rubenstein, Troy Murphy 
and Richard Dawkins do a little birdwatching and chat 

during the 2009 ABS meeting in Pirenópolis, Brazil 
(photo contributed by Bruce Lyon). 

 
2010 GENESIS AWARD POSTER 

COMPETITION  
 
Undergraduates who submit posters for presentation at 
the annual meeting of the Animal Behavior Society are 
automatically entered in the Genesis Award poster 
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competition unless they indicate they do not want to be 
included in the competition when they submit their 
abstract. Judging criteria include significance of the 
research topic, research methods, research results, and 
presentation. Presentation encompasses the student's oral 
discussion with the judges and the poster itself, including 
clear statements of the questions and results, 
demonstration that there has been appropriate literature 
review, good organization and visual appeal. Students 
should be prepared to demonstrate a mastery of their 
subject material. A complete set of judging criteria can be 
requested from the Education Committee Chair, Jennifer 
Mather, mather@uleth.ca.   
 
 

 STUDENT FUNDS 

FOR ANNUAL MEETINGS 
 

LATIN AMERICAN TRAVEL AWARD 
 
The Latin American Travel Awards are intended to 
encourage greater participation of Latin American 
researchers in ABS meetings, by helping to defray the 
costs of international travel, housing, and/or meals at 
meetings. These awards are restricted to Latin American 
graduate students enrolled in programs in Latin American 
institutions, who will be presenting a talk/poster at the 
ABS meeting.  Priority will be given to Ph.D. students 
who are attending an ABS meeting for the first time and 
who have not received a Latin American Travel Award in 
previous years.  Award values vary according to funds 
available. The deadline for applying is 15 APRIL 2010. 
 
You may apply for a Latin American Travel Award once 
you have successfully submitted an abstract for a talk or 
poster, via the 2010 meeting web page.  To apply for a 
Latin American Travel Award, please submit by email a 

single electronic file (.pdf is preferred) that contains the 
following materials, to Member at Large, Dr. Jeff Podos 
(jpodos@bio.umass.edu):  (1) a copy of the abstract of 
your talk or poster; (2) a short CV (two pages maximum); 
(3) a brief statement (one page maximum) explaining 
how the meeting will enhance the applicant's career 
development; and (4) an itemized budget estimating 
travel costs, the amount of funds available or requested 
from other sources, and the amount requested from ABS. 
 
 

DIVERSITY FUND STUDENT REGISTRATION 
FEE AWARD 

 
The Diversity Fund Student Registration Fee Awards are 
intended to encourage participation and defray costs of 
attending the annual Animal Behavior Meetings by 
covering registration fees for graduate students and, in 
some cases (see below), established professionals, of 
under-represented minorities. Awards will be made by 

lottery of all valid applications received before the 
deadline, which is 31 MARCH 2010. Applications 
should be emailed to ABS Treasurer, Dr. Philip 
Stoddard (stoddard@fiu.edu). Please include in the 
subject line "ABS Diversity" followed by your name. 
 Preference is given to individuals presenting research 
results. 
  
Eligibility: Applicants from North America must be 
enrolled in a graduate program at the time of 
application and must be members of under-represented 
minorities who are of African, Asian, or Latin 
American descent or of Native American heritage. 
Citizens (graduate students or established 
professionals) of Latin American countries and non-
white citizens of African countries are also encouraged 
to apply. 
 
 

CALL FOR ABS MEETING INVITATIONS 
ABS is seeking proposals for future meeting venues. 
Sites can be a resort or hotel, university campus or a 
mixture of the two. Contact ABS Past President, Molly 
Morris, Department of Biological Science, Ohio 
University, Athens, Ohio 45701, USA. Phone (740) 
593-0337, E-mail: morrism@ohio.edu.  

 
 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR 2010  

CAREER AWARDS 
 

The Animal Behavior Society has a series of Career 
Awards which include the following: Distinguished 

Animal Behaviorist - outstanding lifetime 
achievement in animal behavior; Exemplar Award - 
major long-term contribution to animal behavior; 
Outstanding New Investigator - outstanding 
contribution by a new investigator; Quest Award - 
outstanding seminal contribution; Exceptional Service 

Award - sustained service contributions to the Animal 
Behavior Society; and Distinguished Teaching 

Award - distinguished contributions in teaching animal 
behavior to undergraduates. 
 
All members of the society are encouraged to prepare 
and submit nominations for these awards. To aid the 
Selection Committee and to help codify the procedures 
involved, the following items must be submitted for a 
nomination: (1) a letter of nomination indicating the 
award for which the nominee is being proposed. It 
should provide details on the reasons the nominee 
should be considered for that award; (2) a curriculum 
vitae of the nominee; and (3) additional supporting 
letters from colleagues solicited by the nominator. 
These materials (except for the Distinguished Teaching 
Award; see below) should be sent to ABS Past 
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President, Molly R. Morris, Department of Biological 
Sciences, Ohio University, Athens Ohio 45701, USA. E-
mail: morrism@ohio.edu. Deadline this year was 1 

February 2010.  
 
Recipients of last year’s Exceptional Service Award and 
this years’ Distinguished Animal Behaviorist Award, 
Exemplar Award, Quest Award and Exceptional Service 
Award will be announced and honored at the banquet 
during the 2010 annual meeting at the College of William 
and Mary, Williamsburg VA. 
 

 

DISTINGUISHED TEACHING AWARD  
 
PLEASE NOTE THE CRITERIA HAVE BEEN 
BROADENED IN ORDER TO RECOGNIZE A 
GREATER RANGE OF TALENTED MEMBERS. The 
recipient of this award receives recognition, a plaque 
from the Society, and the opportunity to organize an 
education-related event at the following annual meeting. 
It is easy to know about our colleagues’ research by 
reading publications; it is much more difficult to know 
about their teaching excellence. We rely on nominations. 
PLEASE NOMINATE QUALIFIED COLLEAGUES 
FOR THIS PRESTIGIOUS AWARD. Selection of the 
award recipient will be made by the Animal Behavior 
Society Education Committee and approved by the 
Executive Council. The award recipient will be 
announced at the annual meeting of the Society.  
Deadline: Nominating letters (or the form at the end of 
the Newsletter) should be submitted by 31 March 2010 

to Penny Bernstein, pbernste@kent.edu. Questions can 
also be directed to Jennifer Mather, mather@uleth.ca.   
 
Although e-mail copies are acceptable by the deadline, 
hard copies of letters of nomination with signatures are 
required before final considerations can be made. 

 
Criteria and Procedures 

 
1. Nominees must be current members of the Animal 
Behavior Society. (Note: current officers and committee 
chairs are not eligible for nomination.) 
2. Nominees must have demonstrated highly effective and 
innovative teaching in the classroom or in an informal 
education setting (e.g., zoos, aquaria, museums, 4-H 
programs, research labs and field stations, and 
environment centers). They should have a reputation 
among peers and students for excellence in educating 
people about animal behavior. 
3. Persons wishing to nominate an individual for the 
award should submit a one-page nomination letter 
providing evidence to support the nomination. The letter 
should also include names of at least two additional peer 
reviewers, and two current or former students or program 
participants.  If students are under 18 years old, the 
student/participant references should be accompanied by, 

or attached to, a letter from the appropriate teacher or 
youth program coordinator.  (Note: Department chairs, 
directors, supervisors, or colleagues may be helpful 
sources for this information if you are not at the same 
institution as the person you are nominating.)  
4. The Education Committee will solicit appropriate 
supporting materials, including those indicated in 
nominating letters (e.g., documentation of other 
teaching awards, peer and student evaluations, 
additional references, evidence of innovation in 
curriculum development, development of educational 
tools, programs, or multimedia products, or other 
appropriate indicators of superior educating). 
5. If you would like to renominate an individual for 
the award, please submit a letter indicating that you are 
doing so and provide any additional information you 
feel might be helpful to the committee. Please also 
include the date of the original nomination. Names of 
additional peer or student reviewers may also be 
provided. 
 

CALL FOR SYMPOSIA 
 

2011 ABS MEETING 
Organizing Symposia and Paper Sessions 

 
To organize a symposium, an invited paper session, or 
a workshop for the ABS Annual Meeting, you should 
contact the Senior or Junior Program Officers to 
discuss your ideas. We will first make sure that there 
are no potential conflicts with the topic that you are 
considering.  Then we will ask you to prepare a pre-
proposal and submit it to the Junior Program Officer. 
Organizers often find that consultations with the 
Program Officers are helpful when drafting the pre-
proposal. The pre-proposal should be a page or two 
summarizing your intent for the session, and suggesting 
potential participants. 
 
A symposium should be a profound and stimulating 
review of an important subject area that currently is a 
major focus of research. It should be a thorough 
treatment of past work and current research advances, 
and should be of general interest to the majority of 
ABS members. 
 
An invited paper session is a special grouping of 
papers that focus upon empirical results relating to a 
particular topic.  Usually there is no all-encompassing 
historical-theoretical perspective, although the 
organizer(s) may wish to summarize the individual 
papers or arrange them according to some theme. 
 
Pre-proposals for the 2011 meeting are due before the 
annual meeting in Williamsburg in 2010 and will be 
circulated to the Executive Committee (EC) prior to 
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the Annual Meeting and then discussed at the EC 
meeting. 
 
The 2011 meeting is scheduled for 25-30 July. The JPO 
encourages potential organizers to begin discussions 
about proposals for that conference. Further information 
can be found on the ABS website or by contacting the 
ABS Program Officers: Dario Maestripieri, Evolutionary 
Biology and Neurobiology, The University of Chicago, 
5730 S. Woodlawn Ave., Chicago, IL 60637, Phone: 
(773) 834-4104, Email: dario@uchicago.edu; and 
Maydianne Andrade, Department of Biological Sciences, 
University of Toronto Scarborough, 1265 Military Trail, 
Scarborough, Ontario, Canada M1C 1A4. Phone (416) 
287-7425, E-mail: mandrade@utsc.utoronto.ca 
 
 

SYMPOSIA FOR THE 2010 AAAS MEETING 
 
ABS is striving to expand awareness of its excellent 
science via symposia for the annual AAAS meeting. The 
target date for the next symposium is 2011. Anyone 
interested in organizing a symposium for the meeting 
please contact Maydianne Andrade, E-mail: 
mandrade@utsc.utoronto.ca. 
 
 

CALL FOR RESOLUTIONS  

Resolutions that deal with timely and substantive political 
or social issues that members wish to submit for the 
consideration of the ABS membership should be 
submitted by 20 April, 2010. Submitted resolutions 
should provide direction to the ABS President to 
facilitate prompt action and will be evaluated by the 
Public Affairs Committee for appropriateness. 
Resolutions will be voted on at the annual business 
meeting in Williamsburg. Approved resolutions reflect 
the views of the Animal Behavior Society membership 
and are sent to the appropriate external agencies, 
organizations, or to the general public.  Send resolution 
proposals to Caitlin Gabor, Department of Biology, 
Texas State University, San Marcos, TX 78666, USA, or 
electronically to gabor@txstate.edu. 
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Consider helping the Animal Behavior Society earn up to 
7.5% on your purchases by ordering your books and 
other qualifying products from Amazon.com (up to 5%) 
or Powell's Bookstore (up to 7.5%) using the links found 
here: http://animalbehaviorsociety.org/abs-media/abs-
books/. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

John Byers snaps photos during the banquet at the ABS 
2009 meeting in Pirenópolis, Brazil. 

 
 

JOIN AN ABS COMMITTEE! 
 

Would you like to volunteer for one of the society's 
active committees? This is an important and rewarding 
way to participate in the business of the society, and we 
need your help!  Committees include Membership, 
Policy, Public Affairs, Education, Latin American 
Affairs, Conservation, Animal Care, Film and others. 
Contact ABS President Michael Ryan, Section of 
Integrative Biology C0930, 1 University Station, 
University of Texas, Austin, Texas 78712, USA. 
Phone (512) 471-5078, E-mail:  
mryan@mail.utexas.edu. 
 
 
 

 
 

Marina Anciães and Kevin McGraw, organizers of the 
Color Visual Signals symposium, pose for a special 

photo at the 2009 ABS meeting in Pirenópolis, Brazil. 
 
 




















